Attractive opportunity: Jim Madden, chairman of Hazi‘d‘Technc‘)Iogies.
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By Richard Baker nect Midlands, the organisa- Before you  novations. Its fiagship event,
Business Correspondent  t101 Which helps firms under-  ayan ook CMIC, has been at the heart of

E | stand what they need to do to . that fundraising. It takes place
HAZID Technologies, based on  attract financial backing. at see Kl ng next week in Coventry, and will
‘Beeston Business Park, takes Jim said: “We wanted toedu-  jnyestment, sce 15 pre-screened firms pjtch

safety seriously because that is
Its business. ]

cate ourselves on the process of
raising investment so that we

ensure that

for investment of between
£500,000 and £5 million to an

Tt was born outofthe beliefof could put ourselves into a po- you- Rave a . audiente of investors and busi-
company chairman Jim Mad- sition to take advantage of any d ness angels. .
den that safety in process in- situations thatmayariseinthe 00 John Griffiths, director of
dustries should be an integral future. : product, @ Connect Midlands said: “Hazid
part of the design .and oper- “So, we enrolled on what was - od has been able to identify and
ation of oil, gas and-chemical - then InvoRed and is now called g0 pursue investment opportun-
plants. Understanding Finance For market and  ities with confidence because
He came across software de- Business and- learned about ‘sound the board of directors under-
veloped by Loughborough Uni-~ how to present ourselves and stands how the investment
versity which herealised could the. investment opportunity to pla ns community works.”
be developed into a system potential backers. We have - Jim Jim Madden added: “I would
which would flag up the hazard since been able to meet in- recommend that companies

areas, and agreed to commer-
cialise and develop the tech-
nology.

But that development has re-
quired money, and while initial
cash from the university,
people in the business and a
fund® which supports - re-

search-based projects helped it

get off the ground, it needed
more support to take it.on to
the next stage. /

This is how Jim and Hazid
came into contact with Con-

vestors at various Connect
Midlands showcases confident
that we understand the process

_and that we are presenting

ourselves as anh attractive in-
vestment opportunity™

Connect Midlands is a pub-.

lic-private partnership backed
by East Midlands Development

-Agency, ERDF and private sec-

tor sponsors and-has helped
more than 250 companies go on
to raise £200 million worth of
investment to exploit their in-

Madden

wishing to understand how to
pitch and wishing to maximise
their opportunities in terms of
investment should contact
Connect Midlands and take ad-
vantage of their experience
and advice. My own tip before
you even look at seeking in-
vestment is to ensure that you
have a. good product, a good
market and .sound plans to

‘reach the market in a short

tirne, so that you have a chance
of getting finance.”
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