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New test for lung

cancer ‘could

save thousands’

BRITISH scientists have devel-
oped the first blood test for lung
cancer which could save thousands
of lives. -

The revolutonary test picks up

ins in blood that are only pro-
ced as a reaction to the presence
of hing cancer cells.

These proteins will appear long
before tumours develop, meaning
further investigations in the form
of scans and biopsies could be
started at a much earlier stage.

Specialists say this will greatly
improve survival rates because
lung cancer is typically discavered
late, when tumours are relatively
advanced.

Cancer is currently diagnosed
only after a sample of lung hissue is
collected during an invasive biopsy
procedure and then analysed.

Nearly m.ﬂﬂﬂpe&}:!c in the UK
are diagnosed with the disease

EVETY year.
It is one of the coumtry's
kdllers - on somenne &
from itevery 15 mi ~and oaly
ten per cent of patients will still be
alive five years after diagnosis.
The new test was created by can-
cer experts at the University of Not-
tingham, who set up the commercial
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Oncimmame to it

and lammched it in the TS

last week It should be available in
It would involve patients giving a
conventional blood sample and
mﬁbmnrmmm
care for people consi most
at risk, such as smokers, those with

 Nothing ke this
exists at the moment’

respiratory diseases and those
with a family history of the disease.

Ttis that patients will be
able to get the test ‘on demand’ if

Professor Stephen Spiro, head of
thoracic medicine at University
College Hospital, London, and one
of the UK's leading lung cancet
experts, said that the tests would

save lives.
"While it cannot predict whether
someone is likely to develop lung

cancer, it does identify patients
before they even have symptoms,’
heh:;id. “The mﬂlﬂgﬁ@g
when it is diagnosed, BT
chances of survival.

Nothing like this test exists at the
moment 5o it is really very excit-
ing, It's better than a CT scan and

ill save lives."

Geoffrey  Hamilton-Fairley,
chairman of Oncimmune, said: ‘As
soon as there is an immune system
response to CANceT, we ¢an pick up
the antibodies which the body

- produces.

*The overall performance of the
test compared to a CT scan is bet-
ter, because a scan produces s0
many false positives’
b;lg.-‘m' : the hyﬂﬁ-‘

i 1o presence
canser cells are different for each
nﬁufmm

Hamilton-Fairley says Oncim-
mune has identified the antibodies
apecific to breast cancer and is
in the final stages of developing a
test for the disease, which will
But he hopes that & single blood
test, which would be able to identify’

- any cancer type, will be available
within five years.



